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CATEGORY:  Classification

TARIFF NO.: 4202.99.9000  

Mr. L. DeVito 

NNR Global Logistics USA Inc.

263 Utah Avenue

South San Francisco, CA 94080

RE:
The tariff classification of IPOD Sheath from China

Dear Mr. Ling:


In your letter dated January 11, 2006, you requested a tariff classification ruling. The request is on behalf of Speculative Product Designs, dba Speck Products.


The submitted sample is identified as “Skin.Tight(”, part  #IM-ST1T, Radio Shack No. 120-2309.  It consists of a three-piece set of sheath type cases for an Ipod device.  The cases are identical except each is of a different color and are wholly of non-rigid, molded silicone plastics. The Ipod cases are designed and used to provide the useful functions of storage, protection, and organization for the device. The cases are packed for retail sale in a sealed plastic packer. 


You have suggested the cases are are an “accessory” classified within Heading 8522, HTSUS,  wherein parts and accessories of goods classified in Headings 8519 – 8521 are classifiable.  



Classification under the HTSUS is made in accordance with the General Rules of Interpretation (“GRI’s”).  GRI 1 provides that the classification of goods shall be determined according to the terms of the headings of the tariff schedule and any relative Section or Chapter Notes.  


The Explanatory Notes to Heading 8522, HTSUS, specifies that parts and accessories be subject to the general provisions regarding the classification of parts and the General Explanatory Notes of Section XVI.   Section XVI, General Note (I) (A) indicates that the section provides for parts that are not provided more specifically in other Sections….”  


Heading 4202, HTSUS, provides for named containers and cases that are specially shaped or fitted and are of a kind that get their name from the article they are designed to contain.  The Heading includes all forms of the articles and those that are similar.  The Heading includes goods that are holsters and sheaths designed to contain an article.   Containers or cases that possess the useful characteristics of storage, protection, organization, as well as portability, are goods that are similar to those of Heading 4202, HTSUS and are classified therein.


Subheading 4202.92 provides by name for goods that are designed to contain compact disc and cassette players and similar articles if of an outer surface of sheeting of plastic or of textile materials.  Similar goods that are made up of materials same as the instant Ipod sheaths are classified in the appropriate part of the subheading that provides for materials other than plastic sheeting or of textile materials.


Whether or not the protective case is an Ipod accessory,  Heading 4202, HTSUS, is the most specific provision for containers and cases designed to contain an Ipon.  Heading 8522, HTSUS, is the less specific.      


The applicable subheading for each silicone plastic Ipod sheath will be 4202.99.9000, Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS), which provides, in part, for other containers and cases, other, other, other.  The rate of duty will be 20 percent ad valorem.


Duty rates are provided for your convenience and are subject to change.  The text of the most recent HTSUS and the accompanying duty rates are provided on World Wide Web at http://www.usitc.gov/tata/hts/.


This ruling is being issued under the provisions of Part 177 of the Customs Regulations (19 C.F.R. 177).


A copy of the ruling or the control number indicated above should be provided with the entry documents filed at the time this merchandise is imported.  If you have any questions regarding the ruling, contact National Import Specialist Kevin Gorman at 646-733-3041.







Sincerely,







Robert B. Swierupski







Director,







National Commodity







Specialist Division

