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August 28, 2007

CLA-2-69:RR:NC:1:128 

CATEGORY:  Classification

TARIFF NO.:  6912.00.4400  

Mr. Marty Bloch

Dell Will Customs Brokers (USA), Inc.

26480 Northline Commerce Drive, Suite 912

Taylor, MI  48180

RE:
The tariff classification of unglazed bisque mugs from China.

Dear Mr. Bloch:


In your letter dated August 21, 2007, on behalf of Marck & Associates, you requested a tariff classification ruling.


The merchandise under consideration consists of unglazed bisque mugs. You indicate in your letter that the bisque item cannot be used to drink as it is extremely porous and will absorb rather than hold liquid.  The bisque is fired greenware which will be transformed in the U.S. into a drinking vessel; i.e. mug, only after it is glazed and re-fired.  The glaze makes the vessel impervious to liquids.  


Classification of merchandise under the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) is in accordance with the General Rules of Interpretation (GRIs) taken in order.  GRI 1 provides that classification is determined according to the terms of the headings and any relative section or chapter notes.  Where goods cannot be classified solely on the basis of GRI 1, the remaining GRIs will be applied taken in order.  GRI 2(a) states the following, in pertinent part:  Any reference in a heading to an article shall be taken to include a reference to that article incomplete or unfinished, provided that, as presented, the incomplete or unfinished article has the essential character of the complete or finished article.


The Explanatory Note (EN) II under GRI 2(a) in the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System provides guidance on the application of GRI 2(a), stating that the provisions of this Rule also apply to blanks unless these are specified in a particular heading.  The term “blank” means an article, not ready for direct use, having the approximate shape or outline of the finished article or part, and which can only be used, other than in exceptional cases, for completion into the finished article or part (e.g., bottle preforms of plastics being intermediate products having tubular shape, with one closed end and one open end threaded to secure a screw type closure, the portion below the threaded end being intended to be expanded to a desired size and shape).

The unglazed bisque mugs are considered blanks within the meaning of GRI 2(a), HTSUS.

The applicable subheading for the unglazed bisque mugs will be 6912.00.4400, HTSUS, which provides for “Ceramic tableware, kitchenware, other household articles and toilet articles, other than of porcelain or china: Tableware and kitchenware: Other: Other: Other: Mugs and other steins.”  The rate of duty will be 10% ad valorem.


Duty rates are provided for your convenience and are subject to change.  The text of the most recent HTSUS and the accompanying duty rates are provided on World Wide Web at http://www.usitc.gov/tata/hts/.


Ceramic table/kitchenware may be subject to certain requirements under the regulations administered by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).  If you have any questions regarding these requirements, you may contact the FDA at:  Food and Drug Administration, Division of Import Operations and Policy, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, Maryland 20857, Telephone: 1-888-463-6332. 


Certain ceramic table and kitchen articles may be subject to The Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002 (The Bioterrorism Act), which is regulated by the FDA.  Information on the Bioterrorism Act can be obtained by calling the FDA at telephone number (301) 575-0156, or at the Web site www.fda.gov/oc/bioterrorism/bioact.html.             



This ruling is being issued under the provisions of Part 177 of the Customs Regulations (19 C.F.R. 177).


A copy of the ruling or the control number indicated above should be provided with the entry documents filed at the time this merchandise is imported.  If you have any questions regarding the ruling, contact National Import Specialist Sharon Chung at 646-733-3028.







Sincerely,







Robert B. Swierupski







Director,







National Commodity







Specialist Division

