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CATEGORY:  Classification

TARIFF NO.: 6402.99.18

Mr. Eric M. Hale

Nike USA, Inc.

One Bowerman Drive

Beaverton, OR 97005

RE:
The tariff classification of footwear from Taiwan

Dear Mr. Hale:


In your letter dated June 27, 2002, you requested a tariff classification ruling for a sample of footwear identified as Nike style 305516-002, Air Flight Lite, a man’s basketball shoe.


You state that the external surface area of the upper is 98 percent rubber/plastics and the external surface area of the outer sole is rubber/plastics.  You further state that the shoe has a total overlap applied or molded at the sole and overlapping the upper by ¼ inch of 37 percent.  You have also submitted a separate sole component that you refer to as a midsole wrap.  You note that the upper of the shoe is stitched down on both the medial and lateral sides of the midsole wrap.  We agree that the unexposed portion of the midsole wrap does not overlap the upper, and therefore is not considered in any foxing-like band determination.  


The applicable subheading for Nike style 305516-002, Air Flight Lite will be 6402.99.18 (HTS), which provides for footwear with outer soles and uppers of rubber/plastics, other, not covering the ankle, having uppers of which over 90 percent of the external surface area is rubber/plastics, not protective footwear, not having a foxing or foxing-like band, other. The general rate of duty will be 6 percent ad valorem.


This ruling is being issued under the provisions of Part 177 of the Customs Regulations (19 C.F.R. 177).


A copy of the ruling or the control number indicated above should be provided with the entry documents filed at the time this merchandise is imported.  If you have any questions regarding the ruling, contact National Import Specialist, Richard Foley at 646-733-3042.







Sincerely,







Robert B. Swierupski







Director,







National Commodity







Specialist Division

